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17WoodburyLane FeasibilityStudy
Acton, MA

2.0 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Thehouseat 17WoodburyLaneis locatedon a relativelyflat site at theedgeof the Acton
CentreHistoric District. Thefacadeof thehousefaceseastandsitsbackfrom theroad
approximatelytwentyfeet. Theoriginal structureis characteristicof anearly-nineteenth-
centurycottageandexhibitselementsof theGreekRevival. Thelateradditionshavebeen
respectfulof theoriginal structurein scaleanddetail. Recordsindicatethat thehousewasfirst
occupiedin early1861 however,thestructureof thepresenthousesuggeststhatportionswere
constructedearlierthenthatdateandthehousemighthavebeenmovedto the site. No records
havebeenfoundthatindicatewho thebuilderwas,but AsaphParlin is listedas the first
occupantin 1861.

Basedon a reviewof thewood framingandfoundation,theoriginal houseappearsto have
beeicc~ii~hfi?l~ffasöiieroom with a~e~FiEel~Tè~èi~hF~enthor earlynmeteenthcentur~(the
eli m~yhavebeenalateraddition) Thisi~ih~houseTh~faiahav~B~ènmovedioJh~i&m
1861 if itwerenotcons&ii~[~f~g~fly Theentranceto thehousen~ayihá~b~K5iiT
thesouthsidefacingthe road thatoriginaliy ranbehindthepresentdayTown Hall. The
northwestcornerof thehouseappearsto havebeenaddedsoonafter,possiblythe 1870sor
1880s,creatinga rectang~il~TFp1iiCThflFioi~WiWesFroom (Rm.114) of the l~ouseis not timber
framedlike thesouthwest(Rm. 110)andthe roof sheathingon thenorth slopeis milled
dimensionedlumber,unlike thesouthslopethatis not evenlydimensionedandstill contains
barkon the edges.Thenextexpansionto thehouseappearsto haveoccurredin the late194s
or 1950screatingan eli with anattachedgarageoff of thesoutheastcornerof thehouse This is
basedon sketchesfrom 1925,a sitesurveyfrom 1945 andbuildingpermitrecordsfrom 1967.
The fin I alterationto thehouseoccurredin 1975whena two-storyadditionwa~a~ach~Jp
thesouthside.

The exteriorof thehouseis clapboardwith alargefront gable. Windows aretypically true
divided lite, doublehungwith thosein theoldestportion of thehousebeing six-over-nine
while thosein newerportionstendto besix-over-sixor twelve-over-twelve.Todaythe exterior
of thehouseretainsmuchof its original eighteenthcenturycharacterandit acts asabuffer to
theexpansiveparkinglot behindit helpingto maintainthecharacterof the historic district.
The interiorof thehousehasseensignificantalterationsandeventheoldestroomsdonot
appearto containmuchof their original materials.
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